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View from the 
Quarterdeck 

Harry Armenia, 
Commodore 2021 

 
Hello Everyone! 
 
We have started our new year and I 
hope this will be a better year for all 
of us. 
 
I want to remind everyone that the 
club can be used for small group 
gatherings such as watching the 
MORF races or BYC races, book club 
meetings, poker club, and Saturday 
happy hour gatherings.  It is just the 
larger groups we are not 
permitting.  As the vaccine starts to 
unfold, the board will re-evaluate 
what are next step will be.  Right 
now, the key word is Patience.  
 
Your committees have begun to do 
their work. Since we are not 
meeting for dinner please, watch 
our website for all the monthly 
schedules for our activities. Plus our 
member roster has been listed on 
our website for your convince.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will have our general 
membership / installation meeting 
in April. Not sure as of yet if it will 
be in person or by ZOOM.  Depends 
on the COVID situation at the time.   
 
Meanwhile, participate in a race, 
join a cruise either sea or land or 
just enjoy some friends on Saturday 
night for happy hour. 
 
 
Harry  
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Rear Commodore 
Susi Portis 

 
 
We Need to Be Noticed ! 
 
My first duty for the new year as Rear Commodore was 
to name a membership committee. I asked four 
members hoping to get the required three and am so 
pleased they all said yes. With differing interests in club 
activities they should have a wide perspective on ways 
to recruit new members. They are Lori Stoner, Andy 
Horner, Doug Weakly, and Rick Bell. Plus Treasurer, 
Walter Crawford, is a permanent member.  
 
In the Bay Star we have  a great facility on the water and 
many and varied activities we hope to be getting back 
to soon.  The combination of the two  should sell 
themselves to anyone introduced to them. The trick is 
to get noticed!  If you have any ideas please share with 
any committee member. 
 
In the meantime let's be sure the small stuff is covered. 
Updated pamphlets for 2021 are on display in the 
entrance. Any visitor should be given one. Please fly 
your club burgee when you take your boat out. Be sure 
you have decals for all vehicles. They could just be the 
spark that  opens a conversation that leads to a visit and 
the chance to thoroughly impress someone.  
 
 
 

Bay Star Air Conditioner Update 
 
Anyone visiting the Bay Star within the past few weeks 
might be under the impression that someone attacked 
the main deck port side air conditioner cabinet with a 
SawsAll© and then made off with the air conditioners. 
That person would be correct!  The original cabinet was 
designed for a completely different installation 

configuration.  The A/C units first installed barely fit.  
The new ones? No way.   Our Commodore is 
constructing a larger cabinet.  The A/C team decided to 
get a head start on replacement by cutting out the old 
cabinet and removing the broken-down A/C units and 
destruction debris to the city dump.  When the new 
cabinet is complete, the team will help our Commodore 
install it and then connect the new A/C units.   
 
During the last week of January, the team managed to 
wrestle the second starboard side main deck unit into 

its cubby under the 
stairwell.  They ran 
out of plumbing 
parts before the 
job was finished.  
Team members will 
be occupied with 
personal business 
during the first 
week of February. 
Target completion 
is the second week 

of the month.  Please pardon their mess. 
 
The system is still beset by insufficient flow of sea water 
to all nine air conditioner condensers.  Without an 
adequate supply of sea water, the air conditioners 
overhead and shut down.  Research conducted in early 
February confirmed that, to the best of the team’s 
knowledge, the sea water supply pipes are clear of 
marine growth.  The problem is most likely the sea 
water pump which does not appear to be putting out 
it’s rated capacity.  The Vice Commodore is researching.  
 
When all the main deck air conditioners are on-line and 
the sea water supply problem solved, the Bay Star will 
be good to go for comfortable summertime operations.  
It is critical however that members who volunteer to 
clean the sea water induction filters continue to do so 
per the cleaning schedule.  
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Book Club 
Sue Byrne 

 
After 14 weeks on the New 
York Times hardcover fiction 
best seller list and currently at 
number ten we selected A 
Time for Mercy  by John 
Grisham for reading and 

discussion on February 9th on Zoom at 7 p.m. 
 
Jake Brigance, from A Time to Kill, John Grisham’s first 
and highly acclaimed novel is back. This time he's at the 
center of a sensational murder trial that bitterly divides 
the citizens of Clanton, Mississippi. 
 
In A Time for Mercy, Jake is the court-appointed lawyer 
for Drew Gamble, a young man accused of murdering a 
local deputy. Many in Clanton want a swift trial and the 
death penalty, but Brigance sees it another way. Once 
he learns the details of the case, he realizes he has to do 
everything he can to save Drew—who is sixteen. Jake’s 
commitment to the truth puts his career and the safety 
of his family at risk. The story is filled with all the 
courtroom maneuvers, small-town intrigues, and plot 
twists that have become the hallmarks of 
an engrossing legal thriller.  
 
If you would like to join in our discussion, email me at 
the address below to receive Zoom instructions. The 
group would be pleased to include you in our get-
together. 
 
The March book has not been chosen. That discussion is 
tentatively set for March 9th. After February 9th there 
will be more information! 
 
Happy reading! 
Sue Byrne 
byrnejsw@msn.com 
512-626-8460 

Video:  “Around Cape Horn” 

Jim Robertson 

In 1929, at the age of 24, Irving 
Johnson shipped aboard the square 
rigger Peking for an 8,000 mile 
voyage from Hamburg, Germany 
around Cape Horn to Santiago, Chili.  
This is the same Irving Johnson who is 
known for his seven 
circumnavigations aboard various 

sailboats named “Yankee”, his sail training programs, 
books and magazine articles. 

The Peking was a four mast square-rigged barque, 
displacing more than 8,000 tons.  At the time, she was 
the largest sailing vessel afloat.  Peking was sailed 
entirely by hand.  There were no engines to provide 
propulsion for the ship or to power the windlass, 
running rigging or cargo slings. 

Johnson filmed the voyage with a hand-held movie 
camera and black-and-white film.  The movies show 
vignettes of life onboard a square rigger in fair weather 
and foul, including a gale at Cape Horn so terrific that 
ship captains who later saw the footage claimed they 
had never seen so much water over the deck of a vessel 
that did not sink. 

Johnson narrated his film in 1980 for the Mystic Seaport 
Museum.  It is available for viewing on your computer 
or other device at the following URL:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tuTKhqWZso.  If 
you don’t want to type all that out, just do a web search 
for “Around Cape Horn Movie”.  Best viewing will be on 
your smart TV. 

After you watch this 40 minute video you’ll never, 
never, never complain about damp foul weather gear, 
soggy Topsiders© or reefing your mainsail in 20 knots of 
wind on Corpus Christi Bay.  It might give you pause to 
reconsider a Cape Horn passage on your own 
circumnavigation. 

Incidentally, the Peking is still afloat. She was at the 
South Street Seaport, New York City until 2014 when 
she was returned to Hamburg for restoration and 
display.  

mailto:byrnejsw@msn.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tuTKhqWZso


 

The Bowsprit, February/March 2021 Page 4 

Cruising 

Rick Bell, Cruise Chair 
 
Welcome to cruising in 
2021. Hopefully we will see 
an end in sight to some of 
the limitations due to 
COVID and be able to get 
back on the water.   

 
We will be joining our cruise focus with CCYC this year 
as I am the chair for both clubs.  There are eight cruise 
events on the water schedule and I believe Judy 
Crawford is working on four land cruises including the 
US Grand Prix in Austin on the weekend of October, 21-
25. Redfish Willies and Bahia can support both boats 
and RV’s when we sail there. 
 
Our first cruise is to Flato Cut the weekend of February 
20.  This time of year should provide cool weather.  
Those who wish can anchor and keep a distance as they 
feel comfortable.  In September there is an offshore 
race leaving and returning to Port Aransas.  I intend to 
schedule a Port Aransas cruise around that event and 
perhaps a couple of surprises.  Hope to do the “Cruise 
to the End of the Pier” at CCYC which is always fun …. 
although at this time there is no pier thanks to 
Hurricane Hannah. We sailors will come up with 
something.  
 
As weekends open up we may be able to add some 
spontaneous cruises. So let me know a destination you 
would like to go to.  
 
The BYC on-water cruise schedule for 2021 follows: 
 
Feb 20-21 Cruise to Flato Cut BYC/CCYC 
Apr 24-25 CCYC Port Aransas Regatta and 

CCYC/BYC Cruise 
May 29-31 Memorial Day Cruise BYC/CCYC – 

Redfish Willies  (destination tentative) 
July 4-6 Independence Day Cruise – Ingleside 

Cove/Bahia Marina 
Aug 6-8 CCYC/BYC Navy Regatta Race and Cruise 
Sep 3-6 Port Aransas Cruise – Marina TBD.  
TBD CCYC “Cruise to the End of the Pier” or 

Equivalent  
 
See you on the water!! 

Racing 
The South Texas/ 
CCYC/BYC/MORF 2021 race 
schedule is shown below  
 
BYC is hosting a series of six 
pursuit races and the Turkey 

Day Regatta.  In addition to their traditional bay races, 
CCYC is hosting the Finn Nationals in June, the J22 
Worlds in August and a Multihull championship in 
November.  New this year is an offshore regatta from 
Port Aransas on Saturday, September 4 around which 
our cruise chair intends to organize a weekend cruise to 
Port A.  
 
In the following list, a number of out of area races 
(designated by a single asterisk) are shown because 
they have significant local participation.  BYC/MORF/ 
CCYC “traditional” bay races are highlighted in yellow. 
 
This will be a busy race year.  Our Race Chair, Doug 
Weakly, will advise status and updates as the season 
progresses. 
 
Jan 2021 
16 MORF Winter Icicle Series – Race 1*** 
22-24 Laser RC National Championship 
30 MORF Winter Icicle Series – Race 2*** 
 
Feb 2021 
13 MORF Winter Icicle Series – Race 3*** 
13 CCYC Opti/420 Season Starter Regatta  
25-28 J24 Midwinter Regatta* 
27-28 J22 Shreveport Regatta* 
 
Mar 2021 
11-14 J105 Midwinter Regatta* 
19-21 J22 Midwinter Regatta* 
 
Apr 2021 
10 CCYC Bucket Hat Regatta (420s) 
10-11 J22 Rush Creek* 
24-25 CCYC Port Aransas Regatta / Ladies Race and 

CCYC/BYC Cruise*** 
 
May 2021 
15-16 LYC J22 Shoe Regatta* 
22 BYC Pursuit Series Race #1 
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June 2021 
12-13 CCYC Surfin’ Safari 
16-20 J24 North Americans* 
19 BYC Pursuit Series Race #2 
24-27 CCYC Finn Nationals 
 
July 2021 
10 BYC Pursuit Series Race #3 
17-23 CCYC J22 World Championships 
25 BYC Pursuit Series Race #4 (a Sunday race 

because of the just completed J22 worlds.) 
 
Aug 2021 
6-8 CCYC/BYC Navy Regatta/Military Challenge 

Race and Cruise*** 
17-22 CCYC Race Week*** 
28 BYC Pursuit Series Race #5 
 
Sep 2021 
4 CCYC True Blue Offshore Regatta 
18-19 HTC Hood Regatta* 
25 CCYC Bill Best Regatta*** 
   
Oct 2021 
1-3 LYC J-Fest Regatta* 
9 BYC Pursuit Series Race #6 
21-24 LYC  Harvest Moon Regatta* 
30 CCYC Great Pumpkin Regatta 
 
Nov 2021 
1-5 CCYC US Sailing Multi Hull Championships 
6-7 CCYC J105/J80 Invitational 
13-14 Wurstfest  Regatta (J22/24)* 
20 BYC Turkey Day Regatta*** 
20-21 CCYC TSA Changes in L ’Attitude Regatta 
   
Dec 2021 
4 CCYC Barry Brown Regatta***  
 
TBD Another MORF Race?  
 
* Out of area regatta. On schedule due to high 

local participation 
*** Competition/MORF Cup events 
 

Editor’s Note – Combined Jan/Feb 
Edition 
The Admiral and I will be traveling when February turns 
to March.  This is a February/March edition of the 
Bowsprit.  Next one will be in April. 
 
Jim 
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BYC February / March 
Events 

 

Every Wednesday 

 5:30 p.m. Fantail Social.  Watch 
MORF races from the Topside 
Lounge. 

 

Every Saturday 

 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Happy Hour 

 

Tuesday February 9 

 7:00 p.m. Book Club (by Zoom) 

 

Saturday February 13 

 Icicle Race #3 

 

Weekend Feb 20-21 

 Cruise to Flato Cut 

 

Tuesday March 9 

 7:00 p.m. Book Club (by Zoom) 
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